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INTELLIGENCE

A collection of articles on the historical, operational, doctrinal, and theoretical aspects of intelligence. .

All statements of fact, opinion or analysis expressed in Studies in In“tclligence are those of
the authors. They do not necessarily reflect official positions or views of the Central
Intelligence Agency or any other US Government entity, past or present. Nothing in the
contents should be construed as asserting or implying US Government endorsement of an

article’s factual statements and interpretations.
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INTELLIGENCE IN RECENT PUBLIC LITERATURE
Europe Long Ago

SECRET DIPLOMACY, ESPIONAGE AND CRYPTOGRAPHY,
1500-1815. By James Westfall Thompson and Saul K.
Padover. (New York: Frederick Ungar. 1963. 290 pp.
$6.50.)

Reprinted . from 1937:@. formidsbleititlegover; feebledtext. =
Can “Rardly. be recommended except fot‘*its‘bml%grdphy: it
meticulously cites sources both primary and secondary. There
are 18 pages of illustrations; an appendix of 10 pages reviews
in an antiquarian spirit early developments in cryptography.

The text runs through European history from 1500 to 1815
giving hwrried and often confused anecdotes of sensational
incidents—an old professor of history scandalizing himself
with stories our age takes with calm. He underlines the
ironies, deplores the wickedness:

The age which was dominated by Voltaire in literature produced
a number of diplomats and statesmen who were the apogee of
Machiavellism. International law was & mockery and public ethics
practically non-existent. Statesmen were systematically bought,
diplomats regularly bribed, and letters intercepted and copled . . .

In spite of the tedium engendered by the author’s small-
town view of history, most readers with intelligence expe-
rience will discover something here they would like to know
more about. The notes show where to find out more.

H. H. Cooper
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