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INTELLIGENCE IN RECENT PUBLIC LITERATURE
Europe Long Ago

SECRET DIPLOMACY, ESPIONAGE AND CRYPTOGRAPHY,
1500-1815. By James West/all Thompson and Saul K.
Padover. (New York: Frederick Ungar. 1963. 290 pp.
$6.50.)

~~!Fted·;fW,p1.~'fOm!J~~.~~_ee~le&Xt.,~~'
Can -~'f<be 'recommended eXcept for 'its blbUography: it
meticulously cites sourcesboth primary and secondary. There
are 18 pages of illustrations; an appendix of 10 pages reviews
in an anUquarian spirit early developments in cryptography.

The text runs through European history from 1500 to 1815
giving hurried and often confused anecdotes of sensational
incidents-an old professor of history scandalizing himself
with stories our age takes with calm. He underlines the
ironies, deploresthe wickedness: .

The age which was domlnated by Volta.lre In literature produced
a number of diplomats and atatesmen who were the apogee ot
MaehJavelllsm. Interoationallaw was a mockery and public ethics
practically non-ex1sten~ Statesmen were systema.tlcally bought.
diplomats regularlY bribed. and letters lntercepted and cOpIed...

In spite of the tedium engendered by the author's small-
town view of history, most readers with intelligence expe-
rience will discover something here they would like to know
more about. The notes show where to find out more.

a a Cooper
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